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IIT-B website, others hacked 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/iit-b-website-others-hacked-483 

 

A weak security system in the Education and Research Network (ERNET), the registrar for the domain 

*.ac.in which is used by educational institutions all over India allowed hackers claiming to be from 

Pakistan divert email and browsing to an external website and not the intended page since Wednesday 

night. The Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT-B) was one of the websites that got affected. 

According to students who take care of some of the sites hosted by IIT-B, ERNET will have to beef up the 

security and plug loopholes exploited by the hackers to ensure the safety of the websites of educational 

institutions using the domain. 

Abhijit Tomar, who oversees the working of IIT-B’s webpage called Insight said the domain was 

compromised on Wednesday night and those using the .ac.in domain started getting diverted to an 

external page which read ‘Hacked by Hunter Jutt 23 rd March Pakistan Day’. “People trying to access the 

mainwww.iitb.ac.in website were being redirected to the hacker’s page but the website itself was not 

hacked nor were the internal services affected. 

The hackers had managed to change the DNS record for the www.iitb.ac.indomain, as a result of which 

people were being redirected to the hackers page,” said Mr Tomar. 

Explaining how the hackers managed to do so, Mr Tomar said, “After the hack came to light one of our 

seniors, Pritam Baral started investigating and within a few minutes realised the source of the problem. 

“ERNET being the registrar or keeper of the official records-keeper of DNS needs to beef up the security 

as Baral found that they seemed to store passwords in plaintext and send it as plaintext in emails when 

asked. How the so-called ‘hackers’ got access and what level of access did they get is something only 

ERNET can tell after an investigation. It is possible that they found a general loophole in the website 

which until now, they have only exploited for IIT-B.” 

While all websites using .ac.in domain could have been affected, Mr Tomar said the hackers could have 

accessed very few sites like that of the IIT-B website as they were using a very cheap server that cannot 

take heavy internet traffic load. 

“It will take a couple of days to understand how many websites have been affected but it can assumed 

that all websites using the .ac.in domain will be affected until ERNET resets the domain to the original 

server,” said Mr Tomar, adding that the hackers seemed to be looking for attention and not mean any 

harm as they did not change any passwords or content. 
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Gandhi site may integrate with NDL 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/Gandhi-site-may-integrate-with-

NDL/articleshow/51557587.cms 

 

 
 

Kolkata: Not only Satyajit Ray, but works of Mahatma Gandhi and paintings by Raja Ravi Verma may 

make it to the National Digital Library.  

 

The digitized content of the Gandhi Heritage Portal, which is run by Tridip Suhrud - a noted Gandhi 

biographer, will merge with the archive of NDL. "We are trying to include in the archive any news 

related to Gandhi - the documents available on Mahatma, movies, letters and even cartoons that have 

been done on him," said Partha Pratim Das of IIT-Kharagpur. 

 

"Not only will this digital archive hold works on Gandhi, we are also trying to include rare letters, books 

and pieces written by the man himself," he added. 

 

IIT-Kharagpur is also looking at collaboration and seeking permission to access and digitize the paintings 

of celebrated Indian painter Raja Ravi Verma. "We have approached The Indira Gandhi National Centre 

for Art, which is under the aegis of the ministry of culture, and sought permission," said Das. 

 

Even works of Rabindranath Tagore, Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay and Saratchandra Chattopadhyay 

may be included in the NDL over time. The team is also in search of rare manuscripts that may find a 

place on the website after authenticity check. 
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IITKanpur scientists develop cost effective device to purify water 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

 KANPUR: Scientists of IITKanpur have developed a lowcost device that will provide consumers with RO 

quality like pure water. The device will be fitted on the nozzle of the tap and will filter all the chemicals 

that make the water pure. It is called an organic chemical sensor device that will also release a chemical 

to weed out chromium, arsenic and bacteria. The device will cost between Rs 300 and Rs 500. It has 

jointly been developed by the department of science and technology and IIT Kanpur. IIT ’s deputy 

director AK Chaturvedi said the team involved with the project has conducted successful field trials in 

Jajmau where contamination of ground water is a big problem. The teams provided devices to several 

households in 16 villages that were fitted on hand pumps and taps. The results were more than 

encouraging. With a budgetary allocation of Rs 4 crore, the work started in 2012. “We have completed 

the work. Our objective is to make the device hit the market for commercial sale at low cost,” said Prof 

Chaturvedi. IIT Kanpur could share the technology with companies that manufacture water purifiers. 

The device has classical semiconductors, solid electrodes which will assess chromium, arsenic and 

manganese content in the water passing through. Then a chemical will be released that will kill the 

harmful contents to make the water pure. The process is nearly similar to reverse osmosis (RO) process 

that runs in water purifiers,  that cost around Rs 10,000. The device will be connected to a 30 litre tank 

in which the filtered water will be stored 

 

Students' Tech Solution to Regulate Water Use 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Students-Tech-Solution-to-Regulate-Water-

Use/2016/03/26/article3346169.ece 

 

CHENNAI:  A potentially revolutionary technology, which can do wonders to conserve water, is on the 

anvil and the architects of this idea is a group of computer science engineering students from Vellore 

Institute of Technology (VIT), Chennai. Using a smartphone, web applications and a smart valve, this 

technology enables a household to optimise water usage. Students have proved that it’s workable and 

stole the show during the Pan IIT Leadership Series and the IIT Alumni Industry Interaction Center 

(PALS5) innovation challenge. 

  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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The team is in the process of implementing the technology on their 15-storey hostel building on campus. 

With the State government’s talk of water metering, this product, Amanzi, can be a solution. For 

instance, if a family of two consumes 50 litres of water a day, they can place a request using the app 

with the Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board (CMWSSB) for exactly 50 litres and 

pay for it. “The app connects to a remote cloud and the database will be accessed by CMWSSB. The 

smart valve (controlled remotely) will stop the supply as soon as the request is met. You can alter the 

request everyday and it will be recorded and charged accordingly at the end of the month,” said Prof 

Kalyan Chakravarthy (mentor), School of Electronics Engineering, VIT. 

In many cities now, water supplied to different houses is fixed and many times, households which use 

less water on a particular day, will have excess water. Fixed water supply also means that a household 

that requires a large amount of water will have to get this extra water from elsewhere. Consequently, 

the water bill for each household will be the same, irrespective of the water used. 

The solution provided by the students is automated, including opening and closing of valves, managing 

supply of water and taking user inputs. We’re need financial support to implement it on a larger scale. 

As of now, two private companies have shown interest,” said Kalyan. “We are applying for intellectual 

property rights,” said Kalyan. 

 

Scientists from IISc Develop a Unique Vaccine to Combat Hepatitis C 
http://www.thebetterindia.com/47215/hepatitis -c-vaccine-india-scientists-

iisc/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=tumblr  

 

Indian scientists may have just found a cure for Hepatitis C. According to reports, approximately 15 to 

20% cases of chronic liver disease in India are caused by the Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) infection. 

A new vaccine, developed by Professor Saumitra Das from IISc and his team, has shown promising 

results during pre-clinical trials. 

HCV spreads by direct contact with the blood of an infected person. Initially, people have mild or no 

symptoms. But it develops over the years and and can cause severe liver complications, sometimes 

leading to cancer. The HCV genotype 3a is the predominant strain found in the Indian subcontinent. And 

the vaccine has been developed to fight this strain. 

The team was funded by research grants from the Indo-Australian Biotechnology Fund, Department of 

Biotechnology, Government of India. 

Several pre-clinical trials to develop vaccines for this disease are under way in many countries. 

According to the findings, the vaccine was able to produce antibodies that can neutralise the virus in the 

host, in this case mice. It also generated good cellular immune responses in the host. 

The next stage of research will involve testing in higher animals before it reaches clinical trials. 

�http:/www.thebetterindia.com/47215/hepatitis-c-vaccine-india-scientists-iisc/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=tumblr
�http:/www.thebetterindia.com/47215/hepatitis-c-vaccine-india-scientists-iisc/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=tumblr
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The discovery will come as a huge relief to the nearly 12 million patients in the country suffering from 

chronic Hepatitis C. 

UGC starts national anti-ragging helpline 
http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/ugc-starts-national-anti-ragging-helpline-482 
 
In a bid to increase security of students on the campus, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has 

started a toll-free national helpline number that will take complaints of ragging and harassment. The 

system will divert complaints of students to the respective universities to ensure that ragging as well as 

harassment of students, especially those from the OBC community is deterred. 

According to the order issued by UGC secretary Dr Jaspal Sandhu, UGC had framed ‘UGC Regulations on 

curbing the menace of ragging in higher educational institutions, 2009’ in pursuance of a Supreme Court 

order. 

These regulations have to be mandatorily followed by all universities and colleges. 

“Ragging is a crime and top most priority has to be accorded to stop it immediately. The Commission has 

made it mandatory for all institutions to incorporate in their prospectus the directions of the 

government regarding prohibition and consequences of ragging. In pursuance of this, the UGC has 

established a nationwide toll-free anti-ragging helpline 180O-180-5522 in 12 languages which can be 

accessed by students in distress due to ragging,” said Dr Sandhu. 

Dr Sandhu further said that universities and colleges should take strong measures to implement the 

anti-ragging regulations. “All complaints of discrimination and harassment among others, including that 

of OBC students and students of marginalised/ disadvantaged groups of the society must be recorded 

properly and dealt with promptly,” said Dr Sandhu in the order. 

The ragging issue has come into the limelight after the Rohith Vemula suicide case in January wherein it 

was alleged that Vemula, a research scholar at Hyderabad Central University along with five other dalit 

scholars, was involved in a scuffle with ABVP activists on the campus. Following the inquiry by HCU 

authorities, Vemula and the others were suspended from the campus and the hostel, leading to Vemula 

committing suicide. 
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IISc Develops Software to Manage Water Resources 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/IISc-develops-software-to-manage-water-

resources/articleshow/51531913.cms 

 
 

It can help irrigation engineers to plan exact water storage and release schedule 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc) scientists may have found a solution to a major crisis afflicting many 

states: water resource management. Specify parameters like rainfall pattern, topography, crop type, soil 

type and inflows to the reservoir, then a decision-making software tells the engineer the exact water 

storage and release schedule. Engineers can also specify desirable outputs like crops to be grown and 

non-agricultural demand for water. 

Tested in low rainfall areas, the newly developed model can be a 'powerful' tool for making irrigation 

plans, says IISc. "This new computational aid can go a long way in managing water, a resource that is not 

just unevenly distributed, but also very poorly managed. Though computers do the major part of the 

work using computational methods, the skill and knowledge of the engineer is still important. Inputs and 

their weights need to be specified carefully," said Prof D Nagesh Kumar from the department of civil 

engineering, who is heading the team behind this effort. 

The team has applied a technique called "multi-criteria decision-making" to address various water 

management and irrigation challenges. According to experts, multi-criteria decision making is a process 

that helps one choose suitable alternative among many possible options. "Solutions to such problems 

could be choosing the 'best' alternative from a set of available alternatives or choosing a small set of 

good alternatives, or grouping alternatives into different preference sets. 

Irrigation planning is a complex process. Dams and reservoirs collect water during rainy season and 

make it available throughout the year. Apart from agriculture, cities also have large water requirements. 

It is, therefore, essential to store and use water efficiently. 

Deciding how and where to store water, the volume to be released from a reservoir and the schedule of 

release to be followed are complex decisions to make. Multiple criteria decision-making process can be 

a very powerful tool for making irrigation plans," said an IISc official. 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/IISc-develops-software-to-manage-water-resources/articleshow/51531913.cms
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/IISc-develops-software-to-manage-water-resources/articleshow/51531913.cms
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Prof Nagesh and his team have developed algorithms and software that help make better decisions. The 

algorithms can also be used in evaluating climate models for predicting the weather. The team has used 

this process to evaluate the "suitability of global climate models" for four river basins in India, which 

includes Godavari, Krishna, Mahanadi and Cauvery. 

The team has also conducted many case studies, using algorithms on water management. This includes 

Kherthal, a water-catchment area in Rajasthan, a state that receives very low rainfall. Micro-catchments 

are small areas where water naturally accumulates after rainfall and they can be enhanced to store 

water for future. "It is important to decide which micro-catchments are the best candidates for such 

enhancements. The decision-making algorithms were used to evaluate 22 micro-catchments in Kherthal 

and they were ranked based on different parameters. This sort of analysis can be extremely useful for 

governments to decide where to spend the money," said the official. The researchers are now working 

on using non-potable water for irrigation and water distribution of Jaikwadi dam in Maharashtra. 

Ray's 'Kheror Khatas' to be part of digital library in the works at 

IIT-Kgp 

http://www.nyoooz.com/kolkata/403035/rays-kheror-khatas-to-be-part-of-digital-library-

in-the-works-at-iitkgp 

 

  

Summary: "A world e-book library will be created where one lakh books will be digitized and available 

for ready reference," said the IIT-Kgp director. These will be an invaluable resource for research scholars 

who wish to study Ray's world of cinema," said IIT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakraborty. "Digital 

copies of Satyajit Ray Cinema Script Archives along with his Kheror-Khatas will be made available 

through NDL as soon as the Centre launches it. KOLKATA: Notebooks containing rough jottings by 

Satyajit Ray - the maestro called these his Kheror-Khata - will soon be a part of the National Digital 

Library (NDL) being developed by IIT-Kharagpur. Immediately after NDL's launch, only research scholars 

and students at central education institutes will have access to the digitized archive. 

http://www.nyoooz.com/kolkata/403035/rays-kheror-khatas-to-be-part-of-digital-library-in-the-works-at-iitkgp
http://www.nyoooz.com/kolkata/403035/rays-kheror-khatas-to-be-part-of-digital-library-in-the-works-at-iitkgp
http://www.nyoooz.com/kolkata/403035/rays-kheror-khatas-to-be-part-of-digital-library-in-the-works-at-iitkgp
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KOLKATA: Notebooks containing rough jottings by Satyajit Ray - the maestro called these his Kheror-

Khata - will soon be a part of the National Digital Library (NDL) being developed by IIT-Kharagpur. These 

notebooks contain random notes that Ray jotted down before developing them into movie scripts, 

musical notes and dialogues and meticulous sketches of characters, their costumes and 

storyboards."Digital copies of Satyajit Ray Cinema Script Archives along with his Kheror-Khatas will be 

made available through NDL as soon as the Centre launches it. These will be an invaluable resource for 

research scholars who wish to study Ray's world of cinema," said IIT-Kgp director Partha Pratim 

Chakraborty.  

 

"Apart from Goopi Gayen Bagha Bayen, no other film script by Ray is accessible to movie buffs," he 

said.More than 150 Kheror Khatas have already been digitized and are stored at the fimmmaker's 

residence. These includes manuscripts of all his film scripts, stories and musical notations. "A set of 

digitized material was given to the Roopkola Kendro, but unfortunately it is now lost.  

Nandan Nilekani to IIM-Bangalore students: Embrace change proactively 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/companies/infosys-nandan-nilekani-iim-bangalore-

embrace-change-proactively/229441/ 

 

 

The ability to embrace change and to be the first mover were some of the most important qualities for 

students joining any profession, former Infosys CEO Nandan Nilekani said on Thursday. (PTI) 

The ability to embrace change and to be the first mover were some of the most important qualities for 

students joining any profession, former Infosys CEO Nandan Nilekani said on Thursday. 

“The first quality required is the ability to embrace change, not to resist it. In fact, being proactive with 

dealing with the rapid developments and disruption is a less risky option to resisting or stalling the 

change we need to do,” Nilekani said in his address to the 41st batch of graduating students of the 

Indian Institute of Management (IIM)-Bangalore. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/companies/infosys-nandan-nilekani-iim-bangalore-embrace-change-proactively/229441/
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/companies/infosys-nandan-nilekani-iim-bangalore-embrace-change-proactively/229441/
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On first-mover advantage, he said speed matters. On scale, Nilekani said the days of low volume, high 

cost and high transaction value were over, leading to high volume, low cost and low transaction value in 

the ever changing complex world. 

Using rich illustrations and deep insights ranging from a plethora of industries including e-commerce, oil 

and gas, digital technologies and automobile among others, Nilekani presented a picture of the future to 

the 597 graduating students. 

“Organisations and their leaders need to gear up to handle the complexity of today’s business and social 

environments,” he said. 

Talking specifically about India, Nilekani appreciated government initiatives like Jan Dhan bank accounts 

and Aadhaar and mobile penetration as unique strengths. 
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